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The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Rocky Hill was called to order by  
Mayor Phil Kartsonis at 7:30 PM followed by the salute to the flag. 

NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE  WITH OPEN PUBLIC ME ETINGS ACT  

ROLL CALL  

Attendee Name Title  Status Arr ived 
Robert Ashbaugh Councilman Present  
Billy Dawson Councilman Present  
John Hagemann Councilman Present  
Anthony Sciaraffo Councilman Present  
Mark Sibley Councilman Present  
Robert Uhrik Councilman Late 7:32 PM 
Phil Kartsonis Mayor Present  

 

Also present: Clerk Rebecca Newman, Deputy Clerk Christine Witt, CFO Joe Monzo, Engineer 
Bill Tanner, and Attorney Ed Purcell. 
 

MAYOR'S COMMENTS  

None. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A. Borough Council - Summer Meeting - Jul 17, 2017 7:30 PM 

RESULT:  ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Billy Dawson, Councilman 
SECONDER: Mark Sibley, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 

B. Borough Council - First Meeting of Month - Sep 5, 2017 7:30 PM 

RESULT:  ACCEPTED [5 TO 0] 
MOVER:  Mark Sibley, Councilman 
SECONDER: Anthony Sciaraffo, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Hagemann, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSTAIN:  Dawson 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
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Ken Rizzi, 14 Crescent Avenue, thanked to the Council for the police agreement with Franklin 
Township and pointed out that many cars speed late at night. Mr. Dawson responded that he 
would be setting the schedule, and the Franklin police will be working shifts outside of rush 
hour. 

A. Eagle Scout Presentation - Ethan Rizzi 

Ethan Rizzi, 14 Crescent Avenue, proposed the installation of a boardwalk from Crescent 
Avenue near the Princeton Business Park to Van Horne Park as a Boy Scout Eagle Project. 
The purpose of the project is to re-establish the path that previously existed but has not been 
maintained. Mr. Rizzi proposes to provide the labor and a sign to mark the entrance of the 
path and requested that the Borough provide professional planning services and materials. 
Engineer Bill Tanner offered to provide the survey and design for the project. 

STATE POLICE REPORT  

A. State Police Report August 2017 

ENGINEER'S REPORT 

A. Engineers Report September 2017 

The water tower generator should arrive in 2-3 weeks. The water restrictions on new 
connections are still in place. The Borough will go out for back-up bids for leaf collection but 
will plan to use Branchburg Township. Big trash pick up will be scheduled for October 18th 
and brush and limb pick up for the 19th and 20th. 

B. Sewer Update ( Bill Tanner) 

Flow charts show that the Borough has unusually high flows in the sewer lines which may 
indicate problems with the manholes or pipes. The Water, Sewer and Environmental 
Protection committee will investigate and make a recommendation. 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFI CER'S REPORT 

A. Community Grant Update (CFO) 

The CFO met with Clean Communities Coordinator William Epps. Funds for 2011-2017 
have been allocated, and there is approximately $10,000 remaining. Those fund may be used 
for drain cleaning and street sweeping. 

B. Best Practices 2017 Discussion 

The CFO reviewed the questionnaire with the Council. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPOR TS 

A. Tax Collectors Report August 2017 

B. Municipal Court Report August 2017 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS 
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A. Bill List Dated 9/18/2017 

All voucher except #6417 and #6419 (this voucher was void). 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Mark Sibley, Councilman 
SECONDER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 

B. Motion to Approve Voucher 6417 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [5 TO 0] 
MOVER:  Mark Sibley, Councilman 
SECONDER: Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSTAIN:  Hagemann 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 Administration & Records -B. Dawson 

No report. 

 Buildings & Grounds - J. Hagemann 

Mr. Hagemann proposed introducing an ordinance prohibiting overnight parking in the 
Municipal Building parking lot.  

 Finance & Insurance -  R. Uhrik 

No report. 

 Public Safety & Emergency Services - B. Dawson 

The Franklin Police began traffic control in Rocky Hill and issued several tickets. The Public 
Safety Committee had a meeting with the Fire Department and Rescue Squad. The radar sign 
data shows that the average peak speed is 36 mph on Crescent Avenue and 41 mph on 
Montgomery Avenue. Mr. Dawson is considering moving the signs at the end of the month. 

 Streets & Roads -M. Sibley 

Mr. Sibley reported that there are broken signs throughout the Borough, and he is planning 
for an extensive realignment of signs: many signs are old and rusted. Mr. Sibley suggested 
reaching out to the Recycling Coordinator about potentially establishing an "adopt a 
highway" campaign. 

 Water, Sewer & Environmental Protection -  B. Uhrik 

All water tests normal. 

 Council Representative to Planning Board - R. Ashbaugh 
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St. Elizabeth's Church expansion was approved by the Planning Board. Trinity Church has 
submitted an application for a speaker system on the roof. 

 Council Liaison to Recreation Committee- a. Schiaraffo 

The Borough received a check from Montgomery Township for fees collected for the use of 
Van Horne Park. 

 Council Representative to Board of Health - B. Uhrik 

The Flu Clinic will be held October 24th from 1-3. Montgomery Township is moving 
forward on national accreditation. The Health Department held a chronic disease symposium. 
Mr. Uhrik is working on an ordinance to regulate massage parlors and suggested considering 
an ordinance for vape shops. 

A. Health Department Ordinance Discussion 

 Zoning Official's Report - M. Blasch 

No report. 

 Grants Committee - P. Kartsonis 

No report. 

SPECIAL BUSINESS 

A. RESOLUTION-2017-55 Certifying that All Members Of the Governing Body of Rocky Hill Borough, 
Somerset County, Have Reviewed, as a Minimum, The Sections of the 2016 Annual Audit Entitled 
"General Comments and Recommendations" 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Robert Uhrik, Councilman 
SECONDER: Mark Sibley, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 

B. RESOLUTION-2017-56 A Resolution Advising the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders of 
Municipal Participation in the Second Update of the Somerset County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Robert Uhrik, Councilman 
SECONDER: Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 

C. RESOLUTION-2017-57 Authorizing the Borough of Rocky Hill to Join the Statewide Insurance Fund 
from 1/1/18 to 1/1/21 and Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign the Indemnity and Trust Agreement 
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RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 
SECONDER: Mark Sibley, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. ORDINANCE-2017-02 An Ordinance Repealing Ordinance No. 2015- Titled "An Ordinance Authorizing 
the Creation of a New Position  to Assist in the Operations of the Office of Emergency Management to be 
Known as the Office of Emergency Management Specialist" and Replacing it with Ordinance 2017-02 
Authorizing the Creation of Three Per Diem Fire Fighters Positions as Part of the Rocky Hill Hook and 
Ladder Company 

The ordinance was introduced, and the public hearing will take place on October 2, 2017. 

RESULT:  TABLED [UNANIMOUS ] Next: 10/2/2017 7:30 PM 
MOVER:  Billy Dawson, Councilman 
SECONDER: Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Per Diem Proposal (Chief Harris) 

Chief Harris recommended moving the position of OEM specialist to the fire department. 

B. Franklin Township Police Agreement (Discussion) 

Police service began with 8 tickets issued on the first day. The police will patrol 3 times a 
week for four-hour shifts. The question of court security needs to be resolved. 

C. Van Horne Park Discussion - Matt Rosenthal 

Matt Rosenthal of Montgomery NFL Flag Football presented a proposal to erect a storage 
shed in Van Horne Park. The shed will be purchased by Flag Football and donated to 
Montgomery Township. Borough Council consented to the purchase and will follow up with 
Montgomery Township regarding the acceptance of the donation. 

COMMUNICATIONS  

A. Communications for August 2017 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

None. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

RESULTS OF EXECUTIVE  SESSION (IF ANY) 
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1. RESOLUTION-2017-58 To Retire into Executive Session for the Purpose of Potential Litigation Litigation 
in the Matter of the Borough of Rocky Hill for a Judgment of Compliance of Its Third Round Housing 
Element and Fair Share Plan, Docket No.  SOM-L-901-15 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Billy Dawson, Councilman 
SECONDER: Mark Sibley, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 

ADJOURNMENT  

The meeting adjourned at 10:20 PM. 



 
Borough of Rocky Hill 

Borough Council 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

July 17, 2017 
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The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Rocky Hill was called to order by  
Mayor Phil Kartsonis at 7:30 PM followed by the salute to the flag. 

NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE  WITH OPEN PUBLIC ME ETINGS ACT  

ROLL CALL  

Attendee Name Title  Status Arr ived 
Robert Ashbaugh Councilman Present  
Billy Dawson Councilman Present  
John Hagemann Councilman Absent  
Anthony Sciaraffo Councilman Present  
Mark Sibley Councilman Present  
Robert Uhrik Councilman Present  
Phil Kartsonis Mayor Present  

 

MAYOR'S  COMMENTS  

Mayor Kartsonis announced that he attended the Montgomery-Rocky Hill Rotary and gave an 
update on Rocky Hill. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A. Borough Council - Summer Meeting - Jun 19, 2017 7:30 PM 

RESULT:  ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Mark Sibley, Councilman 
SECONDER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Hagemann 

B. Motion to Accept Executive Session Minutes of June 18, 2017 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Billy Dawson, Councilman 
SECONDER: Mark Sibley, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Hagemann 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

None. 
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STATE POLICE REPORT  

ENGINEER'S REPORT 

A. Engineers Report for July 2017 

B. General Sewer Update 

The Engineer gave an update on the Stage II Treatment Plant. The Borough received a letter 
from Montgomery Township last year outlining four options to address flooding at the 
treatment plant. The least expensive option, at $5 million is to build a wall. The work will be 
done in 2-3 years, and with Rocky Hill contributing to 16% of the flow, the cost will be 
$26,000 a year for 30 years. 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFI CER'S REPORT 

Tax bills are out, and the 2016 audit is almost complete. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS  

A. Municipal Court Report June 2017 

B. Tax Collectors Report June 2017 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS 

A. Bill List Dated 7/17/17 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Mark Sibley, Councilman 
SECONDER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Hagemann 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 Administration & Records -B. Dawson 

No report. 

 Buildings & Grounds - J. Hagemann 

Buildings and grounds projects are ongoing. 

 Finance & Insurance -  R. Uhrik 

None. 

 Public Safety & Emergency Services -B. Dawson 

There have been reports of clamming taking place in the Millstone River. Accepting 
applications for the open constable postition. Data from the radar signs show the average 
speed on Montgomery Avenue is 21 mph and on Crescent it is 23 mph. 
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 Streets & Roads - P. Kartsonis 

Looking into sweeping, striping, and patching. The cross-walk lights at the Rocky Hill Inn 
are not working properly. 

 Water, Sewer & Environmental Protection - R. Ashbaughk 

All tests OK. Working on meter pit at Skillman Avenue. 

 Council Representative to Planning Board - R. Ashbaugh 

Two applications are coming before the Planning Board: Trinity Church and St. Elizabeth's 
Church. 

 Council Liaison to Recreation Committee- P.Kartsonis 

Mr. Sciaraffo had a meeting with Karen Zimmerman of Montgomery Recreation to discuss 
projects at Van Horne Park. 

 Council Representative to Board of Health - b.uhrik 

Reminded to practice rabies and Lyme disease prevention. 

 Zoning Official's Report - M. Blasch 

No report. 

 Grants Committee - P. Kartsonis 

A resolution for Princeton Avenue is on the agenda. 

SPECIAL BUSINESS 

A. Update from Bill Epps, Recycling Coordinator 

Mr. Epps reported that the Tonnage Grant for 2016 was submitted on June 30th. The Clean 
Communities Grant provide $4,000 a year, and 25% can be used for storm water and leaf 
collection. Funds can also be used for Earth Day, assemblies, and garbage receptacles. 

B. Update from Rocky Hill First Aid Squad 

Mr. Ashbaugh recused himself from this discussion. Tom Bremner gave a mid-year review 
for the Rocky Hill First Aid Squad. The Squad has had 40 calls so far this year, has three new 
graduates, one trainee, and three members have been dropped from the roster. Fundraising is 
on-going. The Squad is in discussions with the Emergency Services Coordinator regarding 
public safety. 

C. Approval of Membership to the NJ Firemans Association for Nicholas Carro 
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RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Mark Sibley, Councilman 
SECONDER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Hagemann 

D. Approval of Membership to the NJ Firemans Association for Steve Resch 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Mark Sibley, Councilman 
SECONDER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Hagemann 

E. RESOLUTION-2017-50 Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Contract with the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation for Princeton Avenue Souther Section MA 2017 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 
SECONDER: Mark Sibley, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Hagemann 

F. RESOLUTION-2017-51 2016 Recycling Tonnage Grant 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Robert Uhrik, Councilman 
SECONDER: Mark Sibley, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Hagemann 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

None. 

COMMUNICATIONS  

PUBLIC  COMMENT  

Tom Bremner, 17 Crescent Avenue, commented that there may be money available in the 
Municipal Building grant to pay for restoration of the front door. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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1. RESOLUTION-2017-53 To Retire into Executive Session for the Purpose of Contract Negotiations: South 
Bound Brook Police; Litigation in the Matter of the Borough of Rocky Hill for a Judgment of Compliance 
of Its Third Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan, Docket No. SOM-L-901-15 and  Contract 
Negotiations Van Horne Park Lease Amednment 

Council retired into Executive Session at 9:14PM and ended at 11:02. 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Billy Dawson, Councilman 
SECONDER: Mark Sibley, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Hagemann 

RESULTS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF ANY) 
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September 5, 2017 
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The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Rocky Hill was called to order by  
Mayor Phil Kartsonis at 7:30 PM followed by the salute to the flag. 

NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE  WITH OPEN PUBLIC ME ETINGS ACT  

ROLL CALL  

Attendee Name Title  Status Arr ived 
Robert Ashbaugh Councilman Present  
Billy Dawson Councilman Absent  
John Hagemann Councilman Present  
Anthony Sciaraffo Councilman Present  
Mark Sibley Councilman Present  
Robert Uhrik Councilman Present  
Phil Kartsonis Mayor Present  

 

Also present: Deputy Clerk Christine Witt. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

None. 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS TO BE PAID 

A. Bill List Dated 8/16/2017 

All vouchers except #6377. 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 
SECONDER: Mark Sibley, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Hagemann, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Dawson 

B. Motion to Approve Voucher 6377 

6.B

Packet Pg. 12

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
S

ep
 5

, 2
01

7 
7:

30
 P

M
  (

A
p

p
ro

va
l o

f 
M

in
u

te
s)



 
 

Borough of Rocky Hill  Page 2 Updated 9/15/2017 1:02 PM  

RESULT:  ADOPTED [4 TO 0] 
MOVER:  Robert Uhrik, Councilman 
SECONDER: Mark Sibley, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSTAIN:  Hagemann 
ABSENT: Dawson 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. RESOLUTION-2017-54 RESOLUTION-2017-54 : Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign an 
Agreement for Additional Traffic Enforcement with Franklin Township 

Mayor Kartsonis summarized the proposed agreement with Franklin Township for additional 
police services related to traffic enforcement. Franklin Township offered the best rate of all 
the local police departments and has a dedicated traffic enforcement department. Officers 
will patrol Rocky Hill in four-hour blocks and will not charge for travel time. Although the 
Borough had looked for police departments that could also provide community policing, 
Franklin Township cannot provide that at this time. 
 
Mr. Ashbaugh thanked the Mayor, Mr. Sibley and Mr. Dawson for the work they did to 
improve the Borough's police services. Mr. Uhrik asked what the financial impact will be on 
the Borough. Mr. Sibley responded the new contract should provide better value than the 
contract with South Bound Brook because the Borough will keep the revenue from tickets 
and Franklin will not charge for officer travel time. Mr. Sciaraffo asked if the lack of 
community policing is something that will be missed by Borough residents. Mr. Sibley 
responded that it is not something the Borough has ever had, so it will not be missed. Mr. 
Ashbaugh asked if the officers will have body cameras, but the answer was not known. 
 
Franklin Township Council will be voting on the agreement at its September 12, 2017 
meeting.  

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Mark Sibley, Councilman 
SECONDER: Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Hagemann, Sciaraffo, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Dawson 

FINAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

None. 

ADJOURNMENT  

The meeting adjourned at 7:49 PM. 
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New J ers ey State Police - Kingwoo d Station

Rocky Hil l Borough (cler k@rockyhill-nj .gov) 
Monthly Activity  Report - M onth of August 2017

Municipal Code: 181 7     FAX (609 ) 924-227 4

Type of Activity: Calls for Service

Nothing To Report

Type of Activity: Investigations and/or Investigations Resulting in Arrests

Nothing To Report

Type of Activity: Accidents (2) Killed Injured Ejected

Route 518 - 1 accident 0 0 0

Parking Lot of Rocky Hill Inn - 1 ac cident 0 0 0

Type of Activity: Driving Under the Influence (0)  
Nothing To Report

Report submitted by: Station Commander J. Heitzman 4701 Date: 08/31/2017
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