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The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Rocky Hill was called to order by  
Mayor Jeff Donahue at 7:30 PM followed by the salute to the flag. 

NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE  WITH OPEN PUBLIC ME ETINGS ACT  

ROLL CALL  

Attendee Name Title  Status Arriv ed 
Robert Ashbaugh Councilman Absent  
Billy Dawson Councilman Present  
John Hagemann Councilman Present  
Phil Kartsonis Councilman Present  
Mark Sibley Councilman Late 7:43 PM 
Robert Uhrik Councilman Present  
Jeff Donahue Mayor Present  

 

Also present: Clerk Rebecca Newman, Deputy Clerk Christine Witt, CFO Joe Monzo, Attorney 
Albert Cruz, Engineer Bill Tanner. 
 

MAYOR'S COMMENTS  

Mayor Donahue gave an update on the Route 518 bridge construction. Worked stopped 
temporarily because creosote was found onsite. This is an OSHA issue not a DEP issue.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A. Borough Council - First Meeting of Month - Feb 6, 2017 7:30 PM 

RESULT:  ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Phil Kartsonis, Councilman 
SECONDER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 
AYES: Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Ashbaugh, Sibley 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Tom Bremner, 17 Crescent Avenue, commented that the historic flag hanging in the meeting 
room was not hung correctly and provided documents from a previous grant application with 
specifications on how it should be hung. 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS 
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A. Bill List Dated 2/22/17 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Billy Dawson, Councilman 
SECONDER: John Hagemann, Councilman 
AYES: Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Ashbaugh, Sibley 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS  

Tax Collector 

1. Tax Collector Report for January 2017 

Court Administrator 

1. Municipal Court Report January 2017 

Water Department 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 Administration & Records-B. Dawson 

The Borough website needs to be updated to add a link to tax records.  

 Buildings & Grounds- J. Hagemann 

Phase II of the renovations have been completed and photos have been provided. Mr. 
Hagemann has received zoning approval to construct a split rail fence outside the perimeter 
of the Borough parking lot, and wood for the fence was donated by the Borough of Millstone. 
The outside light has been fixed. The furnace has a small leak and the gasket was replaced. 
Received maintenance quotes from elevator companies. Mr. Hagemann met with the Shade 
Tree Committee regarding Crescent Point Park. The bench in the park was repaired and the 
garbage cans need to be re-leveled. The RHCN has requested to use meeting room on March 
9th. 

 Finance & Insurance- B. Uhrik 

The budget will be introduced at the next meeting. 

 Public Safety & Emergency Services- B. Dawson 

The newly-purchased, second radar sign was installed on Montgomery Avenue. Data from 
the radar sign on Crescent Avenue shows that the average speed is 24 mph, the highest 
average speed was 25.7 mph, and the average speed when the South Bound Brook police 
were present was 23 mph. 

 Street & Roads- P. Kartsonis 

A Nixle update was sent before the last snow storm. 
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 Water, Sewer & Environmental Protection- R. Ashbaugh 

2.3 million gallons of water used, no problems reported, testing results satisfactory. 

 Council Representatiiveto Planning Board- R. Ashbaugh 

Ms. Witt reported that the Planning Board approved revised bylaws and a revised historic 
preservation application. 

 Council Liason to Recreation Committee- P. Kartsonis 

Tennis camp to be confirmed. 

 Zoning Official's Report- M. Blasch 

None. 

 Council Representative to Board of Health- B. Uhrik 

The rabies clinic will be held at the Firehouse on April 22nd from 10am-12pm. The Clerk 
and Deputy Clerk sent out letters to residents regarding the rabies clinic and pet license 
applications. 

 Grants Committee- P. Kartsonis 

The Mary Jacobs Library reached out regarding the Clean Communities Grant. 

SPECIAL BUSINESS 

A. Presentation from the Rocky Hill Fire Department 

Chief Harris presented the Fire Department's annual report. 

B. Rocky Hill First Aid Squad Annual Recap 

Tom Bremner and Jim Banks presented the First Aid Squad's annual report. 

C. Shade Tree Presentation 

Nancy Lucas presented the Shad Tree Committee's proposed budget for 2017 and provided 
estimates to have the pear trees on Washington Street trimmed. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

None. 

COMMUNICATIONS  

A. Letter Re: CPR FIrst Aid Training 

B. Letter from NJ Transit Dated 2/8/17 RE: Travel Assessment 
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C. State of NJ DEP Dated 2/14/17 RE: Tier B 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Bruce Blomgren, owner of the Rocky Hill Inn, suggested that parking spots be created at the 
north end of Skillman Avenue, paid for by the Rocky Hill Inn. Borough Attorney Albert Cruz 
told Mr. Blomgren that this proposal must be made in writing. 
 
Cliff Moore, Skillman Avenue, voiced concerns about the proposed parking on his road and 
suggested that the proposal would need DEP approval. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

1. RESOLUTION-2017-31 To Retire into Executive Session for the Purpose of Potential Litigation: Borough 
of Rocky Hill V. Patten and Litigation in the Matter of the Borough of Rocky Hill for a Judgment of 
Compliance of Its Third Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan, Docket No.  SOM-L-901-15 

9:40 PM 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Billy Dawson, Councilman 
SECONDER: Mark Sibley, Councilman 
AYES: Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSENT: Ashbaugh 

RESULT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF ANY) 

None. 

ADJOURNMENT  

Mr. Dawson moved to adjourn at 10:29 PM, Mr. Sibley seconded, and motion carried on a voice 
vote. 
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The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Rocky Hill was called to order by  
Mayor Jeff Donahue at 7:30 PM followed by the salute to the flag. 

NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE  WITH OPEN PUBLIC ME ETINGS ACT  

ROLL CALL  

Attendee Name Title  Status Arriv ed 
Robert Ashbaugh Councilman Present  
Billy Dawson Councilman Present  
John Hagemann Councilman Present  
Phil Kartsonis Councilman Present  
Mark Sibley Councilman Present  
Robert Uhrik Councilman Present  
Jeff Donahue Mayor Present  

 

Also present Clerk Rebecca Newman, Deputy Clerk Christine Witt, CFO Joe Monzo, and 
Borough Attorney Albert Cruz. 
 

MAYOR'S COMMENTS  

The Mayor thanked Mr. Kartsonis for presiding over the January 18th meeting, and he thanked 
Mr. Hagemann for the work he has done around Borough Hall, especially restoring by school 
house bell. The Route 518 bridge is still expected to be completed at the end of February. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A. Borough Council - Second Meeting of Month - Jan 18, 2017 7:30 PM 

RESULT:  ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVE R: Phil Kartsonis, Councilman 
SECONDER: Robert Uhrik, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Sibley, Uhrik 

B. Motion to accept Executive Session Minutes of January 18, 2017 
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RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Phil Kartsonis, Councilman 
SECONDER: Robert Uhrik, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Sibley, Uhrik 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Cliff Moore of Skillman Avenue asked the status of the Borough's affordable housing obligation 
in light of the state Supreme Court ruling. Mayor Donahue responded that the Borough is trying 
to work out a settlement with Fair Share Housing. 
 
Toby Whitlock asked if the new electronic traffic sign can be adjusted to flash sooner when cars 
are speeding. Mr. Dawson said he would look into making adjustments. 

STATE POLICE REPORT  

A. State Police Report December 2016 

ENGINEER'S REPORT 

A. Engineers Report February 2017 

A list of fire hydrants that need maintenance will be compiled. 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFI CER'S REPORT 

The CFO reported that the annual financial statement has been filed, but still waiting for a one-
page report from the Tax Assessor. The 2017 budget is required to be introduced by March 16th. 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS TO BE PAID 

A. Bill List Dated 2/6/2017 

All vouchers except #6117 and #6173 were approved. 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Billy Dawson, Councilman 
SECONDER: Phil Kartsonis, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Sibley, Uhrik 

B. Motion to Approve Voucher #6173 to Montgomery Township for Van Horne Park Maintenance 

The invoice was for approximately $5,000 more than had been budgeted for 2016 park 
maintenance. Montgomery Township's new CFO found that the Township had been under-
billing the Borough, so future bills should be lower than the 2016 amount, but higher than 
previous years. 
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RESULT:  ADOPTED [5 TO 1] 
MOVER:  Robert Uhrik, Councilman 
SECONDER: Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Sibley, Uhrik 
NAYS: Kartsonis 

C. Motion to Approve Voucher #6173 to John Hagemann 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [5 TO 0] 
MOVER:  Robert Uhrik, Councilman 
SECONDER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Kartsonis, Sibley, Uhrik 
ABSTAIN:  Hagemann 

SPECIAL BUSINESS 

A. RESOLUTION-2017-28 Authorizing a Budget Transfer 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Phil Kartsonis, Councilman 
SECONDER: Robert Uhrik, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Sibley, Uhrik 

B. RESOLUTION-2017-29 Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign a Contract with Somerset County for 
Recycling Pick Up 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Billy Dawson, Councilman 
SECONDER: Mark Sibley, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Sibley, Uhrik 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

None. 

COMMUNICATIONS  

FINAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

None. 

EXECTUIVE SESSION 
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1. RESOLUTION-2017-30 To Retire into Executive Session for the Purpose of  Contract Negotiations: South 
Bound Brook Police 

8:13 PM 

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Billy Dawson, Councilman 
SECONDER: Phil Kartsonis, Councilman 
AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Sibley, Uhrik 

2. Executive Session Minutes 

RESULTS OF EXECUTIVE  SESSION (IF ANY) 

ADJOURNMENT  

Mr. Ashbaugh moved to adjourn at 9:15 PM, Mr. Kartsonis seconded, and motion carried on 
voice vote. 
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Page 1/2      Report Printed  2017-02-22 16:46:37            Borough of Rocky Hill

List of Bills   - (All Funds) 

                    Vendor                                Description                                          Payment    Check Total

CURRENT FUND

                   12 - ARC OF SOMERSET COUNTY              PO 6178   Borough Hall cleaning Dec. 2016             400.00        400.00

                  606 - BANISCH ASSOCIATES                  PO 6179   COAH Special Master                         625.00        625.00

                  547 - Comcast                             PO 6189   Phone and Internet                          266.15        266.15

                  334 - GANN LAW BOOKS                      PO 6180   2017 NJ Police Manual                        75.00         75.00

                  510 - HMR ARCHITECTS                      PO 6188   Phase II Historic Preservation Gran       2,115.00      2,115.00

                  635 - J.C. EISENMANN                      PO 6197   Parking lot light repair                    120.00        120.00

                  629 - K.E. SEIFERT                        PO 6177   Boliler Repairs January 2017              1,549.72      1,549.72

                  634 - LEWIS-GRAHAM                        PO 6193   Municipal Building Phase 2 Rehabili      69,972.00     69,972.00

                  210 - PSE&G                               PO 6183   Panicaro Park electric                        6.01          6.01

                  210 - PSE&G                               PO 6184   Crescent Point Park electric                  5.74          5.74

                  210 - PSE&G                               PO 6185   Municipal building gas and electric         735.01        735.01

                  247 - SOMERSET COUNTY TREASURER           PO 6199   snow and salting 1/7/17 and 2/9/17        3,216.63      3,216.63

                  251 - SOUTH BOUND BROOK BOROUGH           PO 6190   Police Service Jan. 10-Feb. 9; Cour       4,516.31      4,516.31

                  260 - STATE WIDE WORKERS COMPENSATION FUN PO 6192   Fund Year 2017 Insurance Assessment      19,509.50     19,509.50

                  291 - VITAL SERVICES GROUP                PO 6198   Tax Assessment Postcards 2017 and T         151.87        151.87

                  320 - WESTERN PEST SERVICES               PO 6191   Yearly pest control service 2017            381.00        381.00

                  530 - WOOLSON SUTPHEN MAZIARZ             PO 6196   Planning Board services                     378.00        378.00

UTILITY OPERATING

                  415 - AQUA PRO TECH LABS                  PO 6187   Water Department Testing                     47.00         47.00

                  609 - MARIANO PRESS                       PO 6181   Water Quality Reports                       909.77        909.77

                  450 - ONE CALL CONCEPTS INC               PO 6186   January One Calls                             5.00          5.00

                  210 - PSE&G                               PO 6182   Water Dept. electric                      1,459.17      1,459.17

                  289 - VERIZON                             PO 6195   Water Dept. phone                            32.83         32.83

TRUST OTHER

                  286 - VAN CLEEF ENGINEERING               PO 6194   Engineering Services for Yver                66.50         66.50

                                                                                                                        --------------

                       TOTAL                                                                                                106,543.21

     Summary By Account

     ACCOUNT                    DESCRIPTION                                  CURRENT YR   APPROP. YEAR  NON-BUDGETARY          CREDIT

     --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     01-101-01-001              CASH                                                                             0.00       31,935.94 

     01-201-20-150-020          TAX ASSESSMENT - OTHER EXPENSE                   151.87                                               

     01-201-21-180-020          PLANNING BOARD - OTHER EXPENSE                 1,003.00                                               

     01-201-23-210-020          LIABILITY INSURANCE - OTHER EXPENSE           13,645.25                                               

     01-201-23-215-020          WORKER S COMPENSATION INS. - OTHER EXPEN       5,864.25                                               

     01-201-26-310-020          BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS - OTHER EXPENSE          2,250.72                                               

     01-201-31-430-020          ELECTRICITY - OTHER EXPENSE                      746.76                                               

     01-201-31-440-020          TELEPHONE - OTHER EXPENSE                        266.15                                               

     01-201-43-490-020          MUNICIPAL COURT - OTHER EXPENSE                  323.49                                               

     01-201-49-451-020          SOUTH BD BROOK- OTHER EXPENSES                 4,108.00                                               

     01-201-49-471-020          COUNTY OF SOMERSET- SNOW REMOVAL               3,216.63                                               

     01-203-26-310-020          (2016) BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS - OTHER EXP                        200.00                                

     01-289-55                  DUE BOROUGH OF SOUTH BOUND BROOK                                               159.82                 

     --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     TOTALS FOR                 CURRENT FUND                                  31,576.12         200.00         159.82       31,935.94

                                                                         ============== ============== ==============  ==============

8.A.a

Packet Pg. 9

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

in
al

 B
ill

 L
is

t 
02

 2
2 

17
  (

D
O

C
-2

01
7-

29
 :

 B
ill

 L
is

t 
D

at
ed

 2
/2

2/
17

)



Page 2/2     Summary By Account

     ACCOUNT                    DESCRIPTION                                  CURRENT YR   APPROP. YEAR  NON-BUDGETARY          CREDIT

     --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     02-160-05                  DUE FROM CURRENT                                                                 0.00       72,087.00 

     02-213-40-803-100          APPROPRIATED RESERVES                                                       72,087.00                 

     --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     TOTALS FOR                 STATE AND FEDERAL GRANT FUND                       0.00           0.00      72,087.00       72,087.00

                                                                         ============== ============== ==============  ==============

     08-101-01-001              CASH                                                                             0.00        2,453.77 

     08-201-26-290-020          Other Expense                                  2,453.77                                               

     --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     TOTALS FOR                 UTILITY OPERATING                              2,453.77           0.00           0.00        2,453.77

                                                                         ============== ============== ==============  ==============

     19-260-05                  INTERFUND - DUE CURRENT                                                          0.00           66.50 

     19-290-56-900-9            RESERVE FOR DEVELOPERS ESCROW                                                   66.50                 

     --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     TOTALS FOR                 TRUST OTHER                                        0.00           0.00          66.50           66.50

                                                                         ============== ============== ==============  ==============

   Total to be paid from Fund 01 CURRENT FUND                           31,935.94

   Total to be paid from Fund 02 STATE AND FEDERAL GRANT FUND           72,087.00

   Total to be paid from Fund 08 UTILITY OPERATING                       2,453.77

   Total to be paid from Fund 19 TRUST OTHER                                66.50

                                                                     -------------

                                                                       106,543.21
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